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The Second Demographic Transition in China

Yu Jia Xie Yu

Abstract: In the past two decades the Second Demographic Transition ( SDT) has become a major theo—
retical framework in explaining changes in family behaviors in many countries in the world. Using data from
Census mini-Census and China Family Panel Studies we present an overall evaluation of the indicators of
the SDT in mainland China including marriage timing cohabitation rate divorce rate and fertility behavior.
Our results suggest that different aspects of the SDT have had varying trajectories in China in comparison to
the West. A rapid change has been observed among more individualized family behavior like marriage and co—
habitation: both men and women postpone the timing of transition to first marriage; cohabitation increases rap—
idly. In terms of childbearing the extramarital childbirth rate and childless rate among married women are still
rare. Divorce rate experienced a slow increase across cohorts yet our prediction implies that it will remain rela—
tively low in the near future. This study suggests that we should integrate local social historical and cultural
backgrounds in understanding family changes in China.
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Figure 1 Kaplan-Meier Survival Curves of Transitions to First Marriage for Men and Women by Cohort
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Figure 3 Currently Cohabiting Rate between 20 and 29 Years Old by Gender and Year of Observation
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Figure 4 Premarital Cohabitation Rate by Gender and Birth Year
° B
A Lh
1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990
HAEAREDY
2010.2012 2014 o
53
5 Kaplan-Meier .
1949 ~1950~ 1959 1960 ~ 1969

3% 1979 ~1979
o 1980~ 1989 10 5%

43



2015

11

5

o

Kaplan-Meier

Figure 5 Kaplan-Meier Survival Curves of Divorce for Men and Women by Cohort
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