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Avoiding the Misleading Trap of Sociology Localization in China

Abstract: A debate concerning sociology localization has been going on in China for a
long time but no consensus has been reached. This article examines three aspects of
sociology localization—subject matter application and paradigm—and concludes that
it is an unimportant issue that should best be ignored. In subject matter Chinese
sociology has already been fully localized thus there is no need to emphasize local
topics. In application successful uses of Western theories and methods require both the
mastery of Western sociology and the judicious application of these theories and methods
in actual research settings in China. Researchers using Western theories and methods
should understand the social contexts for their studies maintain independence and
exercise creativity. Regarding the paradigm all scholarly contributions and creativity
should be evaluated by other scholars. Theories and methods developed by Chinese
sociologists should be regarded as contributions to the mainstream discipline adding

knowledge to not only Chinese sociology but also the world’s sociology.

Marx’s Transition Theory and the Riddle of “Leaping over the Caudine
FOrks” +eeenenememenen et ettt ettt e e e e Feng Gang 14

Abstract: Marx’s statement of “leaping over the Caudine Forks” is considered “the
Problem of the Century” by many scholars. This essay presents a thorough interpretation
of this statement. Applying the analytical method of internal constitution to different
modes of social production this essay starts from Marx’s theory of social forms in
relation to the statement along with materials from Capital Marx’s Notes on the History
of Ancient Societies and other works. The essay aims to discuss the Marxist theoretical
thought of the “transition from one mode of production to another mode of production”

in order to comprehend the statement of “leaping over the Caudine Forks” and gain

insights for contemporary socialist practice.
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