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Understanding the Inequality in China

Xie Yu

Abstract: Drawing on past research, the author has advocated the following
propositions: (1) the inequality in China has been severely impacted by some
collective mechanisms, such as regions and work units; (2) traditional Chinese
political ideology has promoted merit-based inequality » with merit being perceived
as functional in improving the collective welfare for the masses; and (3) many
Chinese people today regard inequality as an inevitable consequence of economic
development. Thus, it seems unlikely that social inequality alone would lead to
political and social unrest in today’s China.
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Pisk b B2 UL B R SRR B A A BT AR AU R A T
R B T AL A RN T~ EHE XN E .
BAG — PP DR 6 TR 15T R AT Re AR N A R R . B R
AT T B 3 — BUE T AT 1 A AR AN AT 3k G R B80T IR R IR X R B
0 G T N 3 s B AT TR NI A P E S AR S o ST = I o
R R R IS  h EAL S AR R . DA B SRR VRS OF
TG SRR A T o =4 AR K H (1959 — 1961) H A A Ji A a2
XAV TR T F SRR B DT AR S, X R
MEERMERERA T 2FE0DL .5 REAMREZR A h 20, i
TR EEXT b1 17 5%, R T 4 53 BT AR (T RS AR B . (HE, i
BT 76 X — SR YRR R IR 2 N IR AR R HEw) 3
RZH GLSLbR FORARMG 75 1 o FR D81 A 25 4 1 i 181 i B2 AR IR 76 A
JWE? b HE R E SRR BT L g TR 2R Y R A R I
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C AR TR AN SR AN IR A B L A BT A PR OR R AR A
HEAL.

TEAL G 0B A5 T P R v o A B3 0 B b v AT B B S L 1D
A AT R B A B K s S B A AT R R BN R AR
g7 R AR EABATE 4 REX AT E AR T I T R
AT A s S 22 A AT IO P AR PSS T U T S L R
AT A L 2 BRI 7 R B . WORAE DL R R DX A
BEAF JLARER A 9K 3 2 AR R BRSO B LUBC S Al Uk s
REE, o EBAE IS A R B3] e [ 4 Dy 5

2007 AEFATAEH N T — A HNRIM AR, AN
MR R AR AT 22 55 P 45 10 e o BE DR 3R AT A TR I L AT 4 Bk
Vi LA I v e BURF M5 BURF AL RS N CLER 2) . R TE
AEAR A ZE + (ELAT A 30~ 54 25 3 87 3 ) 1 38 v SR BURT BB ATTIA
O F g BURF R DR 2 B A A B BB R A T E BN RO T I
JF o AR A NP IR R B0 B BUG S8 X B 1 R 4R
K AE R A G SCA R N RO B 5% G BURT A 3 e 30 B — T

FupERERNEMA AR FEFKRERNEE (0= 633) %

% B
wh R BUR 41.61 12.03
iy (/8L BUR 8.54 31.33
TR A &4 8.23 12.82
FKEEH 21.33 18.8
MAEE 20.38 2528

ECNECEBEEATERLEGZFABARL, FERELH M —AANBRF
AL EEAERCEREEORF FATLAR i TSRt 7H 5. (A
HEAEAAREL” AR EZEIAANE = F 27, A £ KT 2007 #
WA gt

b SCER RACHE (U7 PO A I RS TR B O T7 i A 55 8T
G R ) N 8 A R A i T E RO AR AT g me . A
T BRI R I M T AR IR AN N A A B R R A
KA P EE AR EOE R AT R DTG ATl 45 H 5 B 5157
i CEL 2 )i MR URHO L B ABATT 8 20 A T Bl TR T T R

L BRI 25 K il R R
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S A HE AR SC PO S B SRR R 5 K M AR — 3 . 7E B 3 L B T A
ST, RFERE R WL P SRR % BEASE R BE LR R
ST H ARG BE AL VR R — AN SO B DR R
A 25 B O 5 5515 ,2009) . FTRAE R P E QA ] L EUE
T3 TR FE LR 2 5 B — O R TR 50 BRI Y
T o — 5 A 2O AT R 2 N R A A R B AL

(Z2) RFFATFTEZFRIEN o

= Z AR 7E R E O T R b 0 B B O PR B AL U
Vr R BT EAE— T N E ok . AR R FE PRI E N TR R AE
AVPEE R T RN R EZ ., RAN REAGTFZTEACE
B JAX — W VAP 4502 v [ 22 0 R T I I i o

TATAEE B — s BB it S35 (Xie & Wang, 2009) . 3% 4
5 B T 2 2 IR A B — e 3t 30 A SH At ) 5% 0 A 2R 5 K I A
e KGR AT 4 R 2 BN i B4 S — oy R R e
AL T A R BB Ui Rm ., 2R T — Mo —1
AR R 15 o % — M A o DA ke B At D0 At ] 51 A0 48 HAS - 45
JETE NI AL 21 B0 A DA TR [ AR okt . R T e A S A R 1
RIRIK-Z2 /0 HIE — 2 AR KRR BE b2 i T I A ) A [ K Kk A
pi N BN (81 R T -3 |21 WS Sl P I N o 93 DA = Y (W IR 2
HHCWEDL X EFELEREZHBIRETZEBBG . LA,
M UT AN B WA [ 5K G5 AN B AN Kk i g N HE R
[7i) [ < 1) b Rk AR E 5 AT > L[] B 4% A~ [ 58 22 IR0 AN SF- 55 9 2 B BT At A7)
HATERE ADMAT AR B O ARG 45— S BR AR 0 0 1

X AR BT 2006 A FRATLE S A48 (AL at L L 8
A6 PO 4D B #E AT B 98 25 (Xie & Wang, 2009) , 3% 15 % ¥ 3 5 000
No BAVEG AN LN A E R E B A EE S, e
W KR AR 4% 0 B 10 $143 e R IR0 10 43, e R R IR0 0 47,
SR IV H PP X R A AN E RN SRR B 4 0 B 10 4745 5
AFZER R 10 57 B R 0 4. SEBR b, 4k S B2 BF 58 6 4% B 1
T 5T AT A A RO S bR D ) R R AR EE RN P S R B A LR
s . 3R 345 AR AT R A B 45 R R LR bR L. BE A
X B Rk TR R W) R AR AR AESE — 5L 58 A BT A X HANE R
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KRTEPER BB Jep SR R G U 2 R AL )
Ab T I A R A R R B R AR AR W U R A
W] ARG T H A B S kR B EE 5 R A 3 e A Al [ KT
TAT 1 A e R LR P ok A SOMH G i AR 5 Rt R R
WARAHIT . d ) 2 EL 0T 3 it FIBC & [ A B R A W) 5 . 244K L 3]
AR SRR REM
RIABWNEHTFUTENERRRAESTEFERENITEN (SHREETFSHEILER)
WA E LR AR BA B RS A G R4

P KR PE4) KB P4y 2B B VR4 2B B PR 4
-1 0-10 (Gini, 0- 1) 0-10
RN 0.768 5.56 0.447 6.25
BN 0.949 7.79 0.249 5.92
i) 0.792 5.49 0.58 547
ES 0.948 9.19 0.408 6.81
[ ST 0.539 3.8 0.306 5.07

F# & R . Xie & Wang, 2009

FEFRT b 3 8 A P45 2 A9 A 1 S5 R AT O A5 R AT R 2 AT, T
T — TR EAFER WO AT BB R 0 B K B
AN 2 B [ R 22— e B P L X 32 R PR O B RS O R IR
{ELES 7Y [a] i 32— B B Al 19 B 5K IR DR Oy [ B A - 2807 1 [l 4 3R AR
7 K IR T BV BN A L R PG AR R, AT R A M IX 22
Hh MO AR L o O SRR R S BR e g i T e, B
HE T A AN P SRR B AR 10 H AR R R . B ISR 2 A K.

TR 2« WU A5 B 4505 7 4] 32 AR 28 45 [ AN SF S5 e B2 AT 23 g W 7
FCEWEH (9 SRS DR A 56 [ AN S P B 2l L AR Y
ANV S AR TR AR R T (S 3R 3 REIMES R 2
BT B PG A AN S A B R AR A T AN R . Al DR B X L
W S B P A B ER e A B . QR TR . BT A H A [ 5K 1Y
e JE AR BE AT LA LB VB 3 3T 20 o AEL AL A7 08 HG A [ 5 00 A S5 7 B A A
T DR AT X U A T 20 K 22 02 55 1 T 50 WL AR BT 74t A 9 A A
(o BRI AT 2 s A 45 8 b 40 mT RUGE R AT R B T o 5 i 2 7 koA
A B X EEFT 57

hE L L TARZ AL Hoh BE AL A 5 BN Kk B X R
B IAEAL AR TR A ANTAE I AR - 28 2R 2 9 A fl . fE ik
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ST 28 B ARG B IR A IS R KA XA L v [ BT A R
T AN Z T AN S AR B I T o s A7 28 NG R A O - SR [ 2
FRATTA R A o i AT A S R AT 3] T — 2 AT AP &
BT N2 8 A U0 SR AR AR S AR AE L LU i B AN -2 TE N
O 5 B EE v [ A 3R BT DUALAT TN O SE e 2 BRSP4 . FRATTAE R] — 94 A
Hhds (] 2] L A 3K B 58 5 A e 3k B SR AN S SR AR B A 0k T R B T S5
JE AR 2L T AN R IR E 5 0 R ) BB A B TR AL
AR AEAT T AR — TR o0 A7 » 74 B U A A [a] [ 58 ik A
FEFT 0 14 i IR HEAT HE P o BN S MR A [ R de e 38 WA Bl 5850 — e ik 4
FOLE 4 H—RKEWHF O RN ERES— A
B P = P E S I, RIS L A 34.11% MY N EERE T XA
AOHER s 285 — 2K R PG AP i — T XA P B A Tz =+
Z 5 O AR G W PR HE A — 0 B E AR G L R
B S0T 40 L AELE R A HE R i A R 2 07 RO 2.18% 5 5 DU 2SR
HA L EE . ., EE, O, 36 %5 0 Fh HE 7 i Rt b 3 T
71.62% » HABRR 2 09 HE Fr J& T 30 MU ol & 5 2 0 & R 22 3 A
T X T AR 18 50 AT LA 9 A 1) S X A R AR JEE 1 3T 43 HES A% AN -
FREERIT 0 HES Z 18 A A A R AR (W3R 5) o di i Bl 20 B . AT
K B BT NS AS SRS 19 AT 0 HE 51 RR e e 7 JEE 19 4T 0 R 51 A5 1
A B I AT AR 2 AN A TR AR T 114 B BT M A - 2 R JEE A HE 510 I
Fr& e —8U L R IER SRR (LR S ERED. B 1-447). i
A BRI R 56 AR B A I B2 VT AT 046 A S RV Al T T R A
JE R BR A RS R SE L H A (TG b L B U [R] A A
SRR BE I HEF AN S i s fe /N R S I B NI B SRR R
AR AR R B HESN (S W3R 5 F2F5r. 25 6 -947).
R4PPAEEXTERRKEFHEEHRFFTK

He7H X 4 5 Her 75 50 Aot FitE s
1 EEH= A= BE= P EZ= B 34.11 34.11
2 EEZ= A= hEZ= B> BN 33.96 68.07
3 AA= REZ= B> hEZ= A 2.18 70.25
4 HAZ= EEZ= hEZ= B> DA 1.37 71.62
5 oA 116 FhHEFF J7 20 28.38 100.00

#H &k K : Xie & Wang, 2009
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RSBAEEXTAFEFESRBEXRENETEHF XN ESIT
BT 56 T AT AR B i HE T 7 X B KT R RACE I HEY X (%)
I=RENyE 1 2 3 4 5  Total
1 EE= HAZ= B> b E> BIEHTE 2558 832 667 3.03 842 14.13

2 EEZ= HAZ PE= B> BIEE S 743 3131 476 1667 996  16.33
3 HAZ= £EZ= B> b E= BAENE S 043 067 857 3.03 029 0.69

4 PAAZ= HEZ=PhE= OV BHEMHE 03 061 1143 455 044 05

6 T EIARR 1261 355 0 0 351 675
7 HE I 2 WA 359 1028 571 455 22 5.53
8 b Ir a3 AR 1.64 049 1238 303 044 116
9 HFEIrR 4R 0.61 061 0 9.09 037 0.64
10 oAty 114 Fb k7 I X 47.81 44.16 5048 5606 7438 54.28

F# &R . Xie & Wang, 2009

B TR AR B BT N T R A BRI 5 I A I 2 A
ARLERY & HE X A T ES Y ) DA R TR T — 8 5502 0 H A ) P AG
AR . (R BETTASE T AT 28K I PPAS 3T 3 R 5 [ A B s AR A
e AN EREEETER T . MY —Ma AR TAFEREIRAT
oA Ixt A RSy . AT 2B A FERR R R A T 401 A 1IEA
T PR v [ R 0T 1 22 D e W] R R A - 45 1 B 340 TE S 5K 4% L 1D
SR TR NN S5 9 19t 1) 25 195 BT LR BRAE §007 N A i 32 3 0L
MOEIEMAHIR R R . X — 45 R S e 1 A [ il 1) 22 D RV D i B AR
B E 2 U AR AU X — LAY

=. 4

A

PLE BRI T =K B, B E AP E TR R
JE bR g SRR R P R R R B Ok Bl T AR AR AR — A
A AN S AR BR8N 1 25 1 S RO S5 4 P 1 T A 2 S AR Y A 2
P BEAE H 8 A 08 A LR AL . 1 0t R AR A A 5 i A .
TLONEBIE S ERF L BR P A ARG Y L 20RO AF (1Y 38 £
(Wu.2009) . [ (92 58 SCAL 52 P Ll B2 AP /9. A it ok
N+ BEAR AN - SR DL 19 4 32 A 2R A 1 s HL AR PR A 2 X BB A - 4 B
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PEA AT REME R 2O A9 AL 2 ol Ll g B 555 08, oz
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SEH PR . 5 = AL E R AN N T A AR B m] R 2l R AN -2
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X AN - S AN T 9 N RE A 2l R S 5 b e 2 b [E BRSP4 T
DAL = 55 18 N Ty o [ A S5 1 TR A B L A5 fi e 1) — BN R) 1
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TEIA g SR e A S B fE R E T RS R 1. Iy P E 2
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